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o{ dway legend’s camp(ugn
to keep arts in schools
kicks off in Los Gatos

YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT'S HAPPENING THIS WEEKEND: ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT, DINING & MORE




stages of lite

Carol Channing is back where she belongs
for California Pops concert

By HEATHER ZIMMERMAN
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Carol Channing of ‘Hello Dolly’ fume will perform with the California
Pops Orchestra on March 15 in Los Gatos.
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Bry § L musician
%’fﬁ Jas a student,
any of the nation's best
rightest in the arts once
fro cschools,
n legend

sell an
,gl‘&a‘ntiwu pub-
Tieschools is faunching a cam-
paign that focuses on the
importance of the arts in pub-
lic education.

In this economy. budget
cuts may be rampant, but the
message of Channing's cam-
paign is that the arts in our
schools are something we
can't afford to lose,

“Oh.whatitdoes for you—
vour mind just takes flight, in
everysubject,” Channing says
of the arts,

The star is teaming up with
the 60-picce California Pops
Orchestra to help spread the
word. The campaign kicks off
in Northern California with
Channing and the orchestrain
concert March 15.3 p.m.at the
New  Venture  Christian
Church Thealer, 16845 Hicks
Road, Los Gatos,

Kim Venaas,conductor and
music director of the Califor-
nia Pops Orchestra. says the
concert will feature Chan-
ning’s hits, " It's going to be all

of the tunes that Carol has
been known [or,soits Hello,
Dolly, " Diamonds Are a Girl's
Best Friend," " Razele Dazzle,
‘Belore Lhe Parade Passes
By’ —all those greal tunes,
and thenshe does such great
impressions of other actors,
and she’ll be telling stories.

“It's a boatload of lun. it
really is,” Venaas says.

The concert will also fea-
ture a soft-shoe number by
Channing and her husband,
Harry Kullijian, whois alsoan
alumnus of California’s pub-
lic school system. Chunning
and Kullijian were junior high
school sweethearts who,after
aseparation ol more than 70
vears,were reunited and mar-
ried just a few years ago. The
couple has started the Dr.
Carol Channing & Harry Kul-
lijian Foundation [or the Arls,
which aims to raise public
awareness ol the importance
ofarts in education.

As part of the foundation’s
work, Channing has been
starting $10,000 scholarships
atselected universitics. In the
tall of 2007, she established a
scholarship at San Jose State
University and performed a
concert to benefit the scholar-
ship fund.

Channing also gives lec-
tures to collepe students. "1
tell them how important the
arts are, tell them how impor-
tant it's been ta me and tell
them how achievementis the
greatest thrill there is on
Earth,”shesays.

Channing was introduced
to the arts when she took
dance lessons as achild. " jusi
lovedit,and 1 did itin school
and | taught my fellow stu-
dents. I was thrilled with it
iand then it opencd me up (o
all the other arts,” she says.

Growing up in San Francis-
co, Channing recalls. she
would use her allowance 1o
buy studeni-rate seats al
shows that came to the city
trom throughoul the nation
and the world. And she
demonstrates that she canstill
singasongin Ru that she
learned when she was 9 vears
old. In fact, Channing credits
herexposure to the arts with
cnabling her toskip a grade in
school.

“Music, everything—it
makes your mind so facile in
things that have norelation Lo
the arts atall. [toils your brain
as you're growing up,” she
says.

Accordingly, the aim of the
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The 60-piece California Pops Orchestra will join forces with Carol Channing to help bring music and the arts back to California’s public schools with a benefit concert in Los

Gatos on March 15.

Channing and Kullijian foun-
dation’s campaign is not neces-
sarily to produce the next gen-
eration ol artists and perform-
ers. so much as it is to ensure
thal the benefils that the arts
bring lo education are available
to all public school students.
Channing and Venaas point to
research supgesting that an
education thatincludes the arts
results in higher grades and test
scores and lower dropout rates.

“We're not trying to save
musicand the arts;we're trying
to allow music and the arts to
save our kids,” Venaas says.

The March 15 concert will
launch a series of similar per-
formances throughout the
state,and eventually,the foun-
dation planstotake the aware-
ness campaign nationwide.

Venaas says the foundation
is putting together TV public
service announcements fea-
turing celebrities who will talk
about the importance of the
arts in education. The PSAs
will begin airing statewide in
May.

Channing and Kullijian have
already spoken with Gaov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger and
have gotlen the support of the
California State PTA, for
which Channing will serve as
the official spokesperson.

U. S. Rep. Jackie Speier is
taking a letter about the foun-
dation’s awareness campaign
to First Lady Michelle Obama
in the hopes of encouraging
support on a national level.

“The whole world has a cul-
ture,and they have art tosup-
port their culture. This is what
binds society together,” Kulli-
jian says. “To allow our chil-
dren to be deprived of a major
part of education, which is the
arts—it's the connecting link to
all knowledge. If they take that
away from our children, then
they have deprived our chil-
dren and the country.”

Tickets are $43 general/$100
for reserved seats and a VIP
reception with Carol Channing.
For more information, cail
650.856.8432 or visit www.cali
forniapops.org.
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Carol Channing and the California Pops Orchestra will offer a concert of Broadway tunes, memories and

humeorous st in their ing show at Venture Christian Church in Los Gatos.
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